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By VIC BRADSHAW
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Growth is 
running a bit ahead of what forecast-
ers had predicted, Ray Owens said 
Tuesday evening, but that trend is 
not expected to last long.

Owens, a research adviser and 
senior economist with the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Richmond, said the 
gross domestic product is a bit above 
2 percent now and is expected to 
grow into the 2.5 percent range into 
next year. But the growth rate is ex-
pected to fall back toward 2 percent 
— the rate thought to be sustainable 
— by or in 2020.

“Growth is near where it’s been 
for a number of years, but we think 

that’s where it should be,” Owens 
told a group of about 35 people most-
ly affi liated with the wealth manage-
ment industry and local nonprofi ts 
during a presentation at the Explore 
More Discovery Museum. “We think 
it’s supported by the fundamentals.”

Owens was brought to town to 
talk about the economy by The Com-
munity Foundation of Harrisonburg 
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Economist Sees Modest Growth

By VIC BRADSHAW
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Wheth-
er in a brick-and-mortar loca-
tion or online, Jon Schallert 
told a group of business people 
Tuesday, their goal should be 

to be a destination.
The Colorado consultant 

then shared with the 130 par-
ticipants — some from as far 
away as South Boston and 
Fredericksburg — myriad 
ways they might accomplish 
that during “Bricks & Clicks: 
Becoming a Dynamic Online 
and Offl ine Destination Busi-
ness.” The daylong workshop 
was held in the Madison 

Union on James Madison 
University’s campus.

Some of his most effusive 
praise was for FiveStars, a 
mobile device application-driv-
en customer loyalty program. 
Some 13,000 companies have 
signed on with the San Fran-
cisco company, but 30 million 
customers are using it.

Bringing Up Businesses

Hometown: GROTTOES/PORT REPUBLIC
Unique businesses fi nd success in small towns, Page B6, B7

Gallery Gala

Daniel Lin / DN-R

Guests at a reception Tuesday for “War Paints: Honoring Veteran Creativity,” an exhibit at Blue Ridge Community College, look at 
pieces produced by veterans. The showcase will be on display at the college’s art gallery until April 6.

County Lodging 
Tax Advances

See LODGING, Page A9

By ELLIE POTTER
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Rockingham County 
may soon be able to increase its tax on short-
term lodging. 

Sen. Emmett Hanger’s bill, Senate Bill 
818, would add it to a list of 54 other counties 
that can increase their transient occupancy 
tax from 2 percent up to 5 percent. 

Under current law, unexempted counties 
cannot levy a tax of more than 2 percent on 
lodging — including hotels, motels, boarding 
houses, campgrounds and rented guest rooms 
— “rented out for continuous occupancy” for 
less than 30 straight days, according to the 
bill. 

The House of Delegates approved the bill 
74-25 on Thursday. The Senate passed the bill 

Fifteen File To Run 
In Town Elections

See ELECTIONS, Page A7

By KELLY CLARK
Daily News-Record

Fifteen candidates have registered to run 
for town offi ces in Shenandoah County this 
spring, with six days to go before the March 6 
registration deadline.

Six incumbents have fi led to defend their 
seats, while nine challengers 
are set to vie for positions. 
The mayorships of Mount 
Jackson, Edinburg and 
Woodstock are up for 
grabs as are three town 
council seats each in New 
Market, Mount Jackson 
and Woodstock. 

Edinburg has four council seats up for 
grabs, while Strasburg has fi ve.

Prospective candidates must turn in their 

Raymond E. 
Owens III, research 
adviser and 
senior economist 
with the Federal 
Reserve Bank 
of Richmond, 
provides an update 
on economic 
conditions Tuesday 
at the Explore 
More Discovery 
Museum.

Stephen Swofford / 
DN-R

More Than Meets The Eye

By ELLIE POTTER
Daily News-Record

WEYERS CAVE — Gillian Hender-
son found a home in the military. 

But less than four years later, it 
was taken from her.

After enlisting in the Army in 
2003, she was discharged in Decem-
ber 2006 as a specialist after she de-
veloped a neurological disorder and 
autoimmune disorder. As a result, 
she’s been on crutches for more than 
a decade. 

But about 18 months ago, Hender-
son, 33, of Palmyra, began express-
ing herself through painting.  

“The paintings help because I 

don’t really fi t in the civilian world,” 
she said. “I kind of lost everything 
that I was when I was pushed out of 
the military, and so the paintings are 
an area that I can sort of fi nd parts 
of me again, which is something that 
I’ve been struggling with for years.” 

About six months ago, she began 
working with War Paints, a Harri-
sonburg-based nonprofi t that encour-
ages veterans to create works of arts 
and then provides a platform to sell 
them. The organization has about 30 
veterans and fi rst responders pro-
ducing and selling art, with all pro-
ceeds going to the artist. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Henderson 
joined four dozen others in attend-
ing a lecture given by War Paints 
founder Rusty Noesner at Blue Ridge 
Community College. The audience 
then visited the college’s art gallery, 

where the showcase “War Paints: 
Honoring Veteran Creativity” will be 
on display until April 6. 

Several of Henderson’s paintings 
are on display in addition to dozens 
of metal sculptures and other veter-
an art. 

The university matched a $3,000 
grant from the Virginia Commission 
for the Arts and the National En-
dowment for the Arts to put on the 
exhibit, as well as fund a six-week 
metalworking class last fall for eight 
or nine veterans. 

Noesner, 33, originally of Fair-
fax County, served in the Navy from 
2008 to 2014. After suffering two 
brain injuries in combat, he was 
sent for treatment to Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center in 

Exhibit Showcases Artwork 
From Military Veterans

See EYE, Page A9

Kathy Miller, co-owner 
of The Isle Co., asks Jon 
Schallert a question 
Tuesday as he leads a 
marketing roundtable 
during Bricks and 
Clicks, a workshop for 
local businesses held 
at James Madison 
University to help 
promote their sales, 
both in-store and 
online.

Daniel Lin / DN-RSee BUSINESSES, Page A7

See GROWTH, Page A9

Fed Adviser Forecasts GDP 
To Grow By 2-2.5 Percent 

Workshop Teaches 
Effective Retailing

Shenandoah
County
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and Rockingham County 
and IMPACT Harrison-
burg, organizations fo-
cused on philanthropy. He 
covered an array of fi scal 
topics during his 42-min-
ute presentation and a 
question-and-answer ses-
sion.

Economists, he said, 
aren’t sure what effect the 
Tax and Jobs Act of 2017 
will have on the economy.

“Nobody knows at the 
moment if the recent tax 
cuts will take hold in a 
major way or be more 
muted,” Owens said. “The 
forecast for the economy 
raised economic growth a 
few tenths over the next 
year or two, but then there 
is some giveback.”

Wage Growth Coming?
The nation has been 

adding about 200,000 jobs 
per month for some time 
now as the nation emerged 
from the Great Recession 
in summer 2009, he said, 
and that pace must slow 
dramatically or problems 
will arise.

Though the national 
unemployment rate has 
plunged from 10 percent 
in 2010 to a bit more than 
4 percent now, wages and 

infl ation haven’t increased 
as much as economists 
would expect, Owens said.

Most attribute that, 
he said, to people who 
had become discouraged 
by the job market and 
stopped looking for work 
suddenly deciding to 
re-enter the market and 
fi nding a job right away. 
Those people went from 
not being counted in any 
unemployment statistics 
to working.

“What we think is 
happening is there’s a bit 
more slack in the labor 
force than the unemploy-
ment rate, any of those I 
showed you, refl ect,” Ow-
ens said. “But this will 
only last a while.

“We’re going to even-
tually drain that pool of 
workers, and then the 
low unemployment rate 
really will refl ect very 
tight pressures on labor 
markets and probably re-
turn to a more tradition-
al relationship between 
unemployment and infl a-
tion.”

The housing market is 
gradually coming back, 
business investment is 
increasing, and consumer 
confi dence is on the rise, 
he noted. Mortgage and 
bond rates are increas-

ing, too, though they’re 
still below historic levels.

But infl ation is the 
rate the Federal Reserve 
will keep a close eye on, 
Owens said. Today, it’s 
below 2 percent, which is 
the rate the Fed typically 
targets.

The Fed’s policies in 
recent years have been 
designed to stimulate the 
economy. But with the 
economy moving toward 
more normal conditions, 
he said the Fed has be-
gun normalizing mone-
tary policy.

“We’re below [2 per-
cent] now,” Owens said, 

“but we expect to return 
to that level.”

Chairman Jerome 
Powell made comments 
before Congress on Tues-
day that many interpret-
ed as signaling that the 
Fed likely will approve 
three 0.25 percentage 
point increases in bench-
mark interest rates this 
year and could consider 
a fourth.

Owens said exactly 
what happens will de-
pend on the economic 
data as the year unfolds.

Contact Vic Bradshaw at 574-6279 
or vbradshaw@dnronline.com

Women’s Healthcare Every Age & Every Stage
From adolescent care to menopause counseling and treatment

Dr. Nelsen off ers a full spectrum of 
women’s health services, delivered with 
the compassion, respect and sensitivity 
you deserve. He values each patient 
relationship that he’s made in over twenty 
years of caring for valley women. New 
patients are welcome. We make record 
transfer easy.

Now Seeing Patients 
in our Luray Of�ice!

 Schedule your appointment today:  
540-438-1314   |   toll free 877-438-1314   |   www.swhc-of�ice.net

OFFERING 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
HARRISONBURG: 240 Lucy Dr.   |   LURAY: 134 General Dr.

Louis E. Nelsen, III, MD, FACOG

Harrisonburg, Va. A9WEATHER Wednesday, February 28, 2018

Pollen Counts (Allergy and Asthma Associates of Va., PC)

Trees......................................................................110 (high)
Molds.................................................................2,693 (high)

>> Local Forecast
Cloudy skies today with a slight chance of a rain 
shower. Cloudy skies tonight with occasional light 
rain after midnight.

RAINFALL                                                 Inches

Year to Date.....................................................................5.56 
Month to Date.................................................................3.76
Average to Feb. 28...........................................................4.69 
February avg.....................................................................2.14

Precipitation is for the 24 hours ending at 7 a.m. yesterday.

TODAY
Cloudy

56

TONIGHT 
Rain

42

THURSDAY

Rain likely

53/36

FRIDAY

Partly sunny

43/29

SATURDAY

Sunny

46/25

SUNDAY

Sunny

49/27
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>> Almanac
      as reported at Dale Enterprise

TEMPERATURES                High                    Low               Rain

Tuesday                                    56                      24                     .00
Last Year                                 50                    22                     .00
Two Years Ago                         48                     24                      .00
Average                                   48                        23       
Records                                  72                          -1    
                                           (1997)                (1934)    

Weather Underground / AP

>> In Our Skies
February 28, 2018
Sunset today..........................................6:08 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow.........................................none
Moonrise today......................................4:46 p.m.
Moonset today.....................................5:57 a.m.

Sixty minutes after sunset in the east, Regulus of 
Leo is just below the nearly full moon.

>> Moon Phase
February 28, 2018
Waxing gibbous, 97% visible

in a  31-7 vote on Jan. 26. 
Virginia law limits how 

the additional revenue can 
be spent. Money generat-
ed beyond a 2 percent levy 
must be designated and 
spent on tourism and travel, 
marketing for tourism or, af-
ter discussions with tourism 
organizations and lodging 
property representatives, 
initiatives that attract peo-
ple to the area, according to 
the bill. 

While Hanger, R-Mount 
Solon, and Del. Steve Lan-
des, R-Weyers Cave, sup-
ported the bill, four other 
area Republican lawmakers 
did not. 

Sen. Mark Obenshain, 
R-Rockingham, Del. Tony 
Wilt, R-Broadway, House 
Majority Leader Todd Gil-
bert, R-Mount Jackson, and 
Del. Rob Bell, R-Albemarle, 
voted against the bill. 

“I have never voted for a 
tax increase during my time 
in Richmond,” Gilbert said in 
a text message Tuesday. 

Wilt said that while 
he understood the coun-
ty’s side, he felt there are 
enough tourism-related 
grants already available. 

“It just feels like we 
should be doing pretty 
good in that arena right 
now,” Wilt said.  

Hanger said some of the 
Republicans’ opposition to 
the bill did not surprise 
him. Many vote against 
tax increases in general, 
he said, but this tax would 
be less “onerous” and has 
become “fairly routine.” 

Because several neigh-
boring counties already 
have the ability to raise 
the tax and generate more 
tourism revenue, the addi-
tion of Rockingham County 
would “help with the over-
all regional marketing of 
tourism in the Valley,” he 
said. 

Rockingham County 
Administrator Stephen 
King said this was the fi rst 
year the county tried to be 
added to the exempted list. 

Any changes in the 
county’s occupancy tax 
must be approved by the 
Board of Supervisors. 

“The county just felt like 
we needed some diversity 
in our taxing authority,” 
King said, “[and] not have 
to rely as extensively as we 

do on the real estate tax.”
He said he doubts the 

bill, if signed into law 
by Gov. Ralph Northam, 
would have any immediate 
impact on the county’s real 
estate tax rates, but it will 
“reduce the burden on that 
rate.”

Augusta and Page coun-
ties already have the abili-
ty to raise their occupancy 
tax to 5 percent, according 
to the bill. Harrisonburg 
has a 7 percent transient 
occupancy tax, according 
to the city’s website. 

“It just helps us have 
other funding streams,” 
King said. “In this case, 
these are folks who are 
coming to visit the county. 
They’re staying in a hotel 
in the city. They’re paying 
that fee. … It is typical, 
it’s just that Rockingham 
County doesn’t have that 
authority.” 

County staff have brain-
stormed some ways to 
spend the money if the bill 
is passed and the Board of 
Supervisors approves an 
increase, King said. They 
may try to advertise more 
in travel publications and 
contribute more to the 
Rockingham County Fair. 

Contact Ellie Potter at 574-6286 
or epotter@dnronline.com

Lodging             FROM PAGE A1

Other Counties Have Ability

Bethesda, Md. 
There he fi rst discov-

ered art therapy and a love 
for painting and photogra-
phy, a passion he brought 
to the Harrisonburg area 
in 2014. 

For Noesner, art is “tre-
mendously focusing,” he 
said. Veterans can track 
their own progress as they 
improve their artwork. 

“It’s good for the vet-
eran in that they can put 
their work up, but they 
don’t have to talk about 
it,” he said. “No one’s forc-
ing them to explain them-
selves through their art. 
It’s just there to be ob-

served and refl ected upon.” 
Wiley Perry, BRCC’s 

welding and machining 
program manager, taught 
the school’s metal-working 
class for veterans. Perry 
had them create a por-
trait out of metal scraps, a 
branding iron and a met-
al hand or fi st — all as a 
means to get them to ex-
press themselves. 

As a former Navy weld-
er, Perry said, he was able 
to connect with the veter-
ans throughout his class. 

“The welding lessons 
just opened the door for 
their creativity,” he said, 
“and they were able to 
kind of put away some of 
the fears of the unknown 

— and once they had some 
instruction, just start ex-
perimenting.” 

War Paints and BRCC 
are planning to offer more 
classes for veterans in the 
future, Perry said. 

Freshman Nathan Pet-
tit, 19, attended the lecture 
and stopped by the gallery. 
His father served in the 
Army for 22 years, he said, 
and he wants to connect 
him with War Paints. His 
dad’s generation believed 
in keeping their emotions 
to themselves, he said, and 
may benefi t from taking 
up a craft.  

“[Noesner’s] extensive 
background and his fi eld 
craft and just his experi-

ence overall in being able 
to provide the help that 
some other veterans might 
need desperately,” Pettit 
said, “I guess is a very re-
assuring thought.” 

The gallery allows the 
veterans to show viewers 
that they have more to of-
fer than just their profes-
sion, Noesner said. One 
of his goals through War 
Paints is to help them 
reconnect with their ci-
vilian selves, something 
many struggle with after 
returning from combat. 

“I think it’s a window 
to understand that veter-
ans themselves and fi rst 
responders are multifac-
eted humans,” he said. 

“There is more to them 
than the identity of ser-
vice.”

For more information, 

visit warpaints.org. 

Contact Ellie Potter at 574-6286 
or epotter@dnronline.com

Eye             FROM PAGE A1

War Paints, BRCC Planning To Offer More Classes

Daniel Lin / DN-R

Wayne Yoder of Harrisonburg looks at a metal sculpture during 
a reception for “War Paints: Honoring Veteran Creativity” held 
at Blue Ridge Community College on Tuesday.

Growth             FROM PAGE A1

Economists Not Sure What Effect Tax Plan Will Have

Stephen Swofford / DN-R

Asa Graves, fi nancial adviser with Wells Fargo, presents 
an economic outlook Tuesday during the annual fi nancial 
review by The Community Foundation of Harrisonburg and 
Rockingham County and IMPACT Harrisonburg.


